
50 TOPICAL TIME

One of the members of the Greater Mound City Stamp Club (page 78 and online at 

www.greatermoundcity.org), Richard Thies, has been a storm chaser since 2000. He has cap-

tured many of his experiences on his Storm homepage, www.thies-times.com/storms/storm.html. 
In talking to Richard about his storm-chasing hobby, I started thinking about how many 

stamps might be out there with torndaoes on them.

Here is a quick, if not entirely complete, assessment of torndaoes on postage stamps.

The USPS has put only one tornado on a US postage stamp (3878o). That stamp was 

released on October 4, 2004, in the Cloudscapes issue (Scott 3878). The stamp was one of 

15 different images issued on this sheet of self-adhesive stamps.

While torndaoes are most commonly thought of as a land-based phenomena, one of the 

worst torndaoes in recorded history occurred in the Comoro Islands. The Comoro Islands, 

or Comoros, form an archipelago of volcanic islands situated off the southeastern coast 

of Africa, east of Mozambique, and northwest of Madagascar. The islands are politically 

divided between the Union of the Comoros, a sovereign country, and Mayotte, an Overseas
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Figure 1. The 2010 
Cloudscapes issue (Scott 
3878) included a stamp 
with cumulonimbus clouds 
and a tornado (Scott 
3878o).

Figure 2. In 1951, one of history’s 
most devastating tornadoes 
struck the archipelago of 
Comoros. This souvenir sheet 
depicts a tornado and three other 
natural disasters.
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 Department of France. The Comoro Islands issued a Tornado stamp in 2010 as part of 

a four-stamp souvenir sheet (Michel 2741-2744). 

Grenada issued a Disney-themed souvenir sheet (Figure 3, Scott 2755) showing an 

image from the movie Hercules in 1998. The sheet shows a scene in which Hercules tames 

a tornado as his father, Zeus, watches. 

One of the newest stamps showing a tornado was issued on March 23, 2022. Chad 

issued a perforated and imperforate sheetlet with six images to commemorate World Mete-

orological Day. The stamp in the lower right corner of the pane (Figure 4) shows a picture 

of a massive tornado.

While a waterspout is not exactly a tornado, visually, there are a lot of similarities, and 

the meteorological conditions required for either are comparable. Canada and the United 

Nations have issued waterspout stamps. Although some might not consider it a true torna-

do, I have included an example due to their similarities and for the purpose of comparison. 

I hope you have enjoyed reading about torndaoes on stamps. I also hope you have only 

personally encountered one of these if you are like Richard and seek them out!    d

Figure 4. One 
of the most 
recently issued 
stamps featuring 
a tornado is 
included in this 
2022 sheetlet 
(left) from Chad.

Figure 5. Canada used this photo 
of a waterspout on a 2018 stamp.

Figure 3. Grenada’s 1998 release for Disney’s 
animated movie Hercules, shows the 
mythological hero wrangling a tornado.
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